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A number of years ago I was giving a brief talk about the evolution of the brain
when someone asked a question I couldn’t answer. It was not a complicated question.
It didn’t come from a colleague who had found a weakness in my theory or a graduate
student* who had read about a new experiment that contradicted my data. It came
from a child in my son’s elementary school class. I had given school talks on[_1__] a
scientist before, and I thought I knew what to expect. I never expected an eight-year
old to stump* me.

I was talking about brains and how they work, and how human brains are
different, and how this difference is reflected in our unique and complex mode of
communication: language. But when I explained that only humans communicate with
language, I struck a dissonant chord*.

“But don’t other animals have their own languages?” one child asked.

This gave me the opportunity to outline some of the ways that language is :
how speech is far more rapid and precise than any other communication behavior,
how the underlying rules for constructing sentences are so complicated and curious
that it’s hard to explain how they could ever be learned, and how no other form of
animal communication has the logical structure and open-ended possibilities that
all languages have. But this wasn’t enough to satisfy a mind raised on Walt Disney
animal stories.

“Do animals just have SIMPLE languages?” my questioner continued.

“No, apparently not,” I explained. “Although other animals communicate with
one another, at least within the same species, this communication resembles language
only in a very superficial way — [_3 |, using sounds — but none that I know of has
the equivalents of * such things as words, much less nouns, verbs, and sentences. Not
even simple ones.”

“Why not?” asked another child.

At this I hesitated. And the more I thought about it, the more I recognized that
I didn’t really have an answer. As [_4 | as I could tell, no other scientists had
seriously considered the question in this form. Why are there no simple languages,
with simple forms of nouns, verbs, and sentences? It is indeed a counterintuitive*
fact. Myths, fables*, fairy tales, animated cartoons*, and Disney movies portray what
common sense suggests ought to be the case: that other animals with their simpler
minds communicate and reason using simpler languages than ours. Why isn’t it so?

I'm not sure why I hadn’t noticed this paradox before, or why other scientists
hadn’t. Most mammals aren’t [_5__]. Many are capable of quite remarkable learning.
Yet they don’t communicate with simple languages, nor do they show much of a
capacity to learn them — if our pets are any indication. Perhaps we have been
too preoccupied with trying to explain our big brains, or too complacent* with the
metaphoric* use of the term animal language, to notice this contradictory little fact.
But the question may also have been unconsciously avoided because of the intellectual
costs of considering it seriously. Indeed, the more deeply I have pursued this question,
the more it seems like a Pandora’s box that unleashes* troubling doubts about many
other questions that once seemed all but settled. This isn’t the question we had been
asking, but maybe it should have been.
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. The author couldn’t answer a simple question from a child.

. The author suggests that his colleagues and graduate students don’t ask him

questions.

& . The author’s first school talk was on the evolution of the brain.

9. In the elementary school class, the author said that human brains are different

10.

11.
12.

13.
14.
15.

from each other.

According to the author, it is hard to explain how the underlying rules for

constructing sentences could be learned.
Not all languages have a logical structure and open-ended possibilities.

There was a child in the class who was not satisfied with the author’s explanation

that only humans communicate with language.
It is a counterintuitive fact that there are no simple languages.
In myths, other animals communicate using simple languages.

The author suggests that our pets show great capacity to learn a simple language.



II.

KDO1.~5. OHRLOEROEL %2, EXH L OEMICHIT TTFIZH S50 2 iEX)
ATEAE LA [ JICARARELDIIEND, BEMII~— 78 X,

. LRI RIC > TWizBJEIZ A > TATZ,

I some time.
@ a shop @ entered @ had interested @ me @ that @ for

. REIEDS T U 2EL D% Firno Tz,

I
@ the children’s @ helped @ husband @ make @ my @ lunches

BB E NI 72DT, REENU D Lo 7,

The wind was any further.

@ for @ go @ strong @ too @ me @ to

B DERZBNT W o 72DT, FDOHy TIIEH 4 (2 - 72,

The couple sat separately, by

side.

@ there @ no seats @ for @ were @available @ side

. REE TIRN 2o 72,

I couldn’t
@ early @ get to @ the morning @ in @ sleep @ until

RO~ 5. OELOBERBEL L7202, [ | ohicEn XD iR ANS X

Wipo FTOFEHENPLEATY—7H L,

O = W N

Winter is the coldest season the year.

I stayed up late last night to prepare the exam.
Please say hello all your family members.

She shares the house several people.

He put several coins the counter to pay for the coffee.
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1. a person who gives something he has to a group for free

=
2. awritten document showing that someone has paid for something

=
3. an area of land overgrown with forests and plants

=
4 . a thing which is so old and rare that it is highly valued

=
5. aname for a group of movable things in a room, such as chairs or tables
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